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1. ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE AWARE THAT CHICAGO DAILY NEWS CORRES- 
PONDENT KEYES BEECH WILL SHORTLY BE FILING STORY REPORTING THAT 
SINGAPORE ARMED FORCES ARE RECEIVING TRAINING ON TAIWAN. 

UPON LEARNING THAT BEECH HAD WRITTEN SUCH A STORY I ARRANGED 
TO TALK TO HIM TO LEARN DETAILS, AND HE GAVE ME FOLLOWING 
ACCOUNT: 

2. ACCORDING TO BEECH, HE FIRST HEARD ABOUT TRAINING OF SINGAPORE 
ARMED EORCES ON TAIWAN SEVERAL MONTHS AGO DURING VISIT TO TAIPEI. 
FROM SOURCES THERE HE HEARD THAT FORCES AMOUNTED TO ABOUT TWO 
BRIGADES ANNUALLY (5-6,000 MEN) INVOLVING INEANTRY, ARMOR, AND 
ARTILLERY, IN SEPARATE SITES WITH HEADQUARTERS ESTABLISHED IN 
TAIPEI. BEECH SAID THAT ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT FILE STORY AT THAT 
TIME HE KEPT INFORMATION IN MIND IN HOPES OF LEARNING EURTHER 
DETAILS IN SINGAPORE. 
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3. FOLLOWING SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW'S VISIT TO 
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TAIPEI LAST JANUARY, BEECH SAID HE AGAIN CHECKED HIS TAIWAN 
SOURCES AS TO WHAT HAD HAPPENED DURING VISIT, AND WAS TOLD THAT 
LEE KUAN YEW HAD MET WITH CHIANG CHING-KUO AND THAT AGREEMENT 
HAD BEEN REACHED TO DOUBLE THE NUMBER OE SINGAPORE EORCES 
TRAINING ANNUALLY ON TAIWAN. 

4. UPON ARRIVING IN SINGAPORE ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO, BEECH 
CLAIMED TO HAVE DISCOVERED THAT EACT OE TAIWAN TRAINING EOR SIN- 
GAPORE FORCES WAS "OPEN SECRET" AMONG SINGAPORE PRESS CIRCLES, 

WHO HAD NEVERTHELESS NOT REPORTED IT OUT OF DEFERENCE TO 
SENSITIVITIES OE SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT. BEECH STATED THAT 

HE HAD RAISED THIS SUBJECT IN INTERVIEW EEBRUARY 13 WITH PRIME 
MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW, WHO ACKNOWLEDGED "OFE THE RECORD" THAT 
TAIWAN TRAINING HAD IN EACT OCCURRED. LEE ALLEGEDLY SAID THAT 
CIRCUMSTANCES WERE WELL KNOWN IN SINGAPORE, AND THAT "OTHERS" 
WERE AWARE AS WELL. (BEECH TOOK THIS TO MEAN THAT THE PRC 
HAD KNOWLEDGE.) LEE ASKED NOT TO BE QUOTED. UPON HIS DEPARTURE 
EROM INTERVIEW IN COMPANY WITH PM LEE'S PRESS SECRETARY, JAMES 
EU, LATTER MENTIONED THAT TAIWAN TRAINING RESULTED FROM MALAYSIAN 
DENIAL OE SIMILAR TRAINING EACILITIES TO SINGAPORE. 

5. BEECH HAS DECIDED TO GO AHEAD AND EILE THE STORY REGARDLESS 
OE ANTICIPATED ADVERSE REACTION ON PART OF PM LEE AND GOS AU- 
THORITIES IN GENERAL. TO HIM IT CLEARLY REPRESENTS A SCOOP, 

AND WORTH THE PRICE OE POSSIBLY BEING DENIED ENTRY TO SINGAPORE 
IN THE FUTURE. HE REMARKED TO ME THAT IT WAS AMAZING THAT THE 
MATTER HAD BEEN KEPT A SECRET EOR SO LONG, SINCE EVEN EOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS RESIDENT IN SINGAPORE WERE AWARE OF IT (IN THIS 
RESPECT, HE MENTIONED DENNIS BLOODWORTH OE THE LONDON OBSERVER). 
HE MAINTAINED THAT HE PLANNED ONLY TO MENTION IN GENERAL TERMS 
THE MATTER OF SINGAPORE ARMED FORCES TRAINING ON TAIWAN. 

AS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN HE HAD MADE REEERENCE TO POSSIBILITY THAT 
U.S. ADVISERS ON TAIWAN HAD ASSISTED IN THIS TRAINING, BUT DROPPED 
THIS ASPECT UPON MY INSISTENCE THAT SUCH A SUPPOSITION WAS 
ENTIRELY WITHOUT EOUNDATION. 

6. COMMENT: INEORMATION ON TRAINING ACQUIRED BY BEECH FROM 
SOURCES IN TAIWAN AND IN SINGAPORE IS REASONABLY CLOSE TO THE 
MARK, INCLUDING AGREEMENT RECENTLY REACHED BETWEEN LEE KUAN 
YEW AND CHIANG CHING-KUO ON DOUBLING THE NUMBERS OE SINGAPORE 
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EORCES INVOLVED (REFTEL. IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT SINGAPORE JOURNALISTS 
ARE AWARE OF TRAINING WHICH HAS BEEN CITED IN PUBLICATION OP 
UNIVERSITY OP SINGAPORE STUDENTS UNION. I AM APRAID WE WILL SIM- 
PLY HAVE TO RIDE THIS ONE OUT. BEECH IS QUITE CORRECT IN ASSUMPTION 
THAT PRC IS AWARE OP SINGAPORE ARMED EORCES TRAINING ON TAIWAN, 
SINCE MATTER WAS REPERRED TO BY SINGAPORE EOREIGN MINISTER 
RAJARATNAM IN CONVERSATION WITH CHAO KUAN-HUA LAST SPRING. 

CHINESE HAVE SO PAR BEEN ABLE TO LIVE WITH THE SITUATION IN 
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ABSENCE OE ANY PUBLICITY, BUT MAY FIND IT HARDER TO DO SO AETER 
BEECH'S STORY BREAKS. HE DEPARTS TODAY, FEBRUARY 18. 

HOLDRIDGE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY TRAINING, MILITARY PERSONNEL, PRESS COMMENTS, CHIEF OF STATE VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SINGAP00800 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760060-0488 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760239/aaaabhqs.tel 

Line Count: 118 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 76 SINGAPORE 696 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2004 by ellisoob>; APPROVED <20 SEP 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TRAINING OF SINGAPORE ARMED FORCES IN TAIWAN 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, SN, TW, (CHIANG CHING-KUO), (LEE KWAN YEW), (BEECH, KEYES) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



